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Link Error = 6.7x1010 cm?
OE/EO converter V23818-K305-L57 Data Error = 8.6x101! ¢cm?2
Link Error < 3.0x1012 cm?
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Living in Sendai
lIBETOEGL
By Margaretha Sulistyoningsih
BEESBGE <V Y —% AU RT 43U T A g
msulis@cyric.tohoku.ac.jp

I arrived at Narita Airport in January 2005 directly from Frankfurt, Germany. I did not have time
to go back to my home country, Indonesia, before moving to Japan.

For me, Sendai is a very pleasant city to live in and a good place to study or to work. It is not too
noisy or too quiet as well in Sendai. What is very impressive to me in Sendai is (maybe, also in other
cities in Japan) that most streets are very narrow and buses pass through those narrow streets. The
Japanese bus drivers must be very good drivers.

Some days after I arrived, Sendai got covered with very thick snow. It gave a very beautiful sight,
especially, of the ‘“Hirose River”. I really liked it though I did not like it when the roads became slip-
pery, of course!

Last spring was my first time to see “Sakura’’. Together with some friends, we did “Hanami’’. I
really enjoyed it because I like flowers very much. Talking about flower, one day I attended a very
short ikebana course. That was really nice. I was handed with a small Ikebana booklet written in En-
glish, so that I can practice it at home.

Summer was also left an impression on me. With some friends I went to see ‘“Hanabi’” wearing
“Yukata’. That was the first time I wore Yukata. In last summer, I visited some ‘“‘Matsuri’’ as well.
Through the Matsuri, I knew more and more about Japanese culture and Japanese food.

I like Japanese food. I like sushi especially ‘“Maguro’’, “Kani”’, “Salmon’ and “Ebi”’. When I
lived in Germany, I sometimes went to Frankfurt with some friends only for eating sushi in a
Japanese Restaurant, since in Darmstadt, where I lived, sushi was very expensive and not many
kinds of sushi were available. Now, I am very glad to find a variety of sushi in a pack sold at super-
markets, and in addition, it will be of course more tasty and fresh when I buy them at sushi restaur-
ants. I like “Gyutang’ as well. I hear that this food is a specialty from Sendai.

There are some similarities between Japanese culture and Indonesian culture. Taking off shoes
before entering a house is one of them. Bringing a souvenir to our colleagues or friends after coming
back from a trip is another similarity. Also, Japanese ‘“Taiko’ is similar to “Gendang’” and ‘“‘Bedug”
in Indonesia. Gendang is a small instrument, and Bedug is the biggest one.

As an Indonesian student, I am a member of Indonesian Student Association in Sendai (Indonesi-
an abbreviation: PPIS). We have many programs in our association. One of them that I think is in-
teresting to mention here is our scholarship program. Since 2003, we have been giving scholarship to
73 children in Indonesia. We believe that at least a child should be able to go to school from elemen-
tary school until high school. Many children in Indonesia, because of their parents’ poverty, cannot
pay for school. Based on this fact, we initiate this scholarship program. We give about 2200 yen per
semester for an elementary school student, about 3000 yen per semester for a junior high school stu-
dent, and about 4000 yen per semester for a high school student.



For continuity of this scholarship program and also for introducing our culture, we have held “In-
donesian Matsuri’’ in Sendai. In 2005, the matsuri was held at AER Building on December 23. All
profits from this matsuri will be donated to the children in Indonesia who cannot pay for their school
through our scholarship program as described above.

In this matsuri, we presented Indonesian music, songs, dances, fashion shows, etc. If you came to
the matsuri, I hope you enjoyed the show. I also hope that Indonesian food we served in the matsuri
satisfied your taste. From the ticket you bought, you have helped the children in Indonesia. Please

receive my highest appreciation for your coming.
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