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Life in Sendai
(I =NQARG
Mohammad Nakhostin
AR EERRFZEET M. Nakhostine (£ 5)

Together with some other Monbusho scholar students, I arrived in Japan early April 2004. With
the help of our Japanese volunteer we directly took shinkansen to Sendai. First visit to Sendai was
quite impressive: very green and clean with a beautiful river in the center of city; Hirosegawa. I
think Hirosegawa has given a unique beauty to the Sendai city. Beyond the city natural beauty, I
found a lot of other good things in Sendai: this city is not too big and not too small which makes it
very convenient, in particular for study. There is no serious traffic jam in streets and when people
drive, it seems that their car has no horn !.

At the moment of my arrival to Japan, I knew very little about the country. What I had learned
about Japan and Japanese people came from the media or even movies. Studying in Japan gave me
this opportunity to make observation of my own and experience Japan first hand, which gave me a
better understanding of the culture and people. During my residence in Japan, I put some efforts into
learning Japanese language for four month. Although I did not make a great progress in the
Japanese language, I gained enough knowledge of Japanese language for my daily life.

I think, studying abroad, besides the academic advantages, introduce you to a new culture and a
new way of life. You will experience new things such as the art, the language, the architecture, the
music, and the attitudes of the local inhabitants, as well as new and different activities that are native
to the host country. You can develop friendships and relationships that can enrich life and have last-
ing benefits. In my case, due to my personal interest in modern arts like literature, cinema, etc, I
have enjoyed cultural works of Japanese film makers like ‘“Kourasawa’’ or English translation of the
Japanese poetries: Hyko (“Haiku’’). On the other side, I tried to introduce Iranian culture to the in-
terested Japanese people. I contributed with some other Iranian students in Sendai to hold a
ceremony with the name of Persian Night. In this night we organized Iranian live music and tradi-

tional dance together with Iranian food and an exhibition of Iranian handcrafts.



In the academic side, I feel satisfied with my research and I think, by the end of my studies, I will
accomplish what I expected from studying overseas. Actually, my research is kind of those team-
work researches, which is not possible to manage it alone. So, I have a good cooperation with my
Japanese lab mates.

I would like to mention that I live in Japan with my wife. She joint me six month after my arrival to
Japan and immediately proceeded her studies for Master degree in food chemistry. She is now se-
cond year master student and is satisfied with her life and study in Japan.

I guess, it is a famous proverb among the Japanese people that life is too short as the life of cherry
blossom is. I would like to add that this is the case for our residency in Japan as well. About one and
half year later, I will be at the end of my study in Japan, when I leave Japan with a lot of good memo-

ries.
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