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Studying and Living in Sendai  

 
  

1  
 

First of all, I would like to make a brief introduction about myself. My 
name is Xu Yuanlai , coming from Wuhan city, Hubei province, 
China. I finished my master course study in chemical engineering at 
Wuhan Institute of technology in June, 2008. Then I arrived in Sendai 
on October 1, 2008 as a PhD student of International Doctoral Programs 
of Tohoku University under the Monbukagakusho scholarship. My 
supervisor is Prof. K. Ishii at the Department of Quantum Science and 
Energy Engineering. Now, I am doing my researches at Cyclotron and 
Radioisotope Center with Dr. E. Kuraoka.  
 As soon as I arrived at Sendai, I was impressed deeply by this beautiful and clean city. People 

here behave politely and are hospitable. Sendai is not a very big but famous city, and almost 
every Chinese know this city, which is owing to Mr. Lu Xun , a very famous litterateur in 
our country, who had written a lot about Sendai and people here, so this city never makes me feel 
strange.  

Tohoku University is one of the most outstanding higher-learning institutions all over the 
world. I am honored to receive my education opportunity for the doctor degree at this famous 
university. My researches are mainly focused on separation of minor actinides from spent nuclear 
fuel by means of extraction chromatography technology using some novel silica-based chelating 
adsorbents. Nuclear power is believed to play more and more important role for long-term energy 
security and global warming prevention in the 21st century. On the other hand, to ensure a 
sustainable development of nuclear energy in the future, it is necessary to establish a closed 
nuclear fuel cycle to save uranium resource and minimize radioactive waste accumulation. So I 
think my works are indispensable for our future life. 

 In the past six months, I have been familiar with many living details: shopping in Hachiman 
Coop and Seiyu store, buying clothing in Daiei or Jasco department, choosing electric appliance 
in Labi and so on. But the behavior most impressed me in Sendai is the garbage classification 
system. Although garbage classification is inconvenient in daily life, it is indispensable in 
reducing the amount of pollution and recycling the resources. Thus, in my view, this kind of 
environment-protecting behavior is responsible to our earth which is worth to learning by other 
countries.   

Also, many inconveniences were caused in my daily life because of my poor Japanese language, 
such as at emporium, hospital and post office where I can’t express myself clearly. This is the first 
trouble I have to face at present. But now it is becoming better after the learning on Japanese 
course in Kawauchi campus. It seems that more energy must be paid to the language learning for 
basal life. 
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Studying and Living in Sendai is enjoyable and substantial. I believe this stay will enrich my 
life experience and such experience will be a valuable treasure in my memory when I return to 
my home country after the doctoral course.  
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